The whole molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 9 NO 6 , is generated by twofold rotation symmetry; the twofold axis bisects the nitro group and the benzene ring. The nitro group is inclined to the benzene ring by 14.42 (9) . The prop-2-yn-1-yl groups are inclined to the benzene ring by 13 (2) and to each other by 24 (3) ; one directed above the plane of the benzene ring and the other below. In the crystal, molecules are linked via pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming inversion dimers with an R 2 2 (18) ring motif. The dimers are linked by further C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming sheets lying parallel to (100).
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For the biological activities of carboxylates, see: Choudhary et al. (2002) . For the uses and properties of nitroaromatics, see: Lee et al. (2013) ; Somerville et al. (1995 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PLATON (Spek, 2009 et al., 2002) . Nitroaromatic compounds are used in the production of dyes, plastics, high explosives, pharmaceuticals, and pesticides (Somerville et al., 1995) . Nitrobenzene is mostly used in the synthesis of aniline and in the production of benzidine, quinolone and azobenzene (Lee et al., 2013) .
In the title compound, Fig. 1 , the two-fold rotation bisects the benzene ring and the nitro group; atoms C1, C4, H4 and N1 lie on the two-fold rotation axis. The nitro group is inclined to the benzene ring by 14.42 (9) °. The prop-2-yn-1-yl groups are inclined to the benzene ring by 13 (2) ° and to each other by 24 (3) °; one directed above the plane of the benzene ring and the other below.
In the crystal, molecules are linked via pairs of C-H···O hydrogen bonds forming inversion dimers with an R 2 2 (18) ring motif ( Table 1 ). The dimers are linked by further C-H···O hydrogen bonds forming sheets lying parallel to (100); see Table 1 and Fig. 2 .
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
The title compound was synthesized by Steglich esterification of 5-nitro isophthalic acid (1 equiv) which together with propargyl alcohol (2.2 equiv) was added at 273 K to DMAP (2.5 equiv) and DCC (2.2 equiv) in dichloromethane (100 ml). The mixture was stirred under nitrogen at room temperature for 24 h. The white precipitate that formed was filtered off and washed with DCM (150 ml) and brine (150 ml), then dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtered and evaporated to afforded the title compound. It was purified by column chromatography using CHCl 3 :hexane (9:1) as a eluent. Crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent.
S3. Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . H atoms were positioned geometrically and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. The unlabelled atoms are related to the labelled atoms by twofold rotation symmetry [symmetry code:
supporting information
sup-3
Acta Cryst. (2015). E71, o435
Figure 2
A view along the a axis of the crystal packing of the title compound. The dashed lines indicate hydrogen bonds (see Table   1 for details). Extinction correction: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+2, −y+1, −z; (iii) −x+5/2, y, z−1/2.
